













































With regard to paying homage to those killed in the 
nation’s wars at the Yasukuni Shrine by Japanese Prime 
Minister, there is a good deal of controversy. Some people 
insist to build non-religious state memorial facility. I have 
proposed my opinion and plan on this matter.１） Let me 
hereby rewrite the important points and make my 




































































　Ⅳ． On the proposal of secular memorial: modest 











































































A Materialist’s Proposal on the Commemoration of War Dead by the State and 
the Facility for its Purpose： The Best Solution is to Put the White Pillar and 
Hold the Ceremony under Modest Shinto Ritual Style in the Imperial Palace
 KISIMOTO Tatuo
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At the beginning, I would like to make my definition 
clear on Tuitou and Irei. 
Tuitou:  to lament and commemorate the deaths of 
relatives, friends etc.
Irei: ( besides above meaning) to console the spirits of 
the deceased
Generally tuitou and irei are overlapped in Japanese 
behavior. I do tuitou but do not irei. These two are 
different things. I remember and lament the deaths of 
relatives and friends, and appreciate their graces that had 
been given to me. But I do not believe the existence of 
the spirits and/or souls remaining after their deaths. 
Therefore, I do not think that the spirits or souls protect 
us when we respect them or inflict punishment on us 
















































































Tuitou is not necessarily religious behavior but irei is 
clearly religious one. Religion or faith means that you not 
only recognize a certain transcendent power in something 
besides yourself but also ask it to bless you by your deeds 
like prayer. When the deeds are done not as an individual 
but as a group, a religious organization appears. There are 
many kinds of religious groups in our society. Some of 
them are overlapping with small communities and others 























































Even if the degree of dependence to the object of 
worship is not strong, you can’t say it does not deserve a 
faith. If young people go to a shrine and get fortune slips 
at the beginning of a year just for pleasure, they expect to 
have a certain blessing from gods or to sweep away their 
anxieties. Pious believers might feel this kind of attitude 






















































































































If you recognize a super power in a object and depend 
on it psychologically, it is a faith without regard to 
monotheism or polytheism, having a complex doctrine or a 
simple one, a big organization or a small one. Therefore, 
most people have certain faiths, so that they are not 
unreligious. Believing spirits in nature like Sinto is also a 
religion. Very often, religious sects organized by the 
founder denounce that nature worships like shinto do not 
deserve to be called religion as they are pre-civilized, naïve 
etc. In my view, however, these two are same becouse they 
both believe the existence of super power without 
concrete proof. I think nature worships, polytheism, 








































































































Historically and presently almost all of the people have 
some kind of faith. They are not unreligious. Even if some 
Japanese say about themselves they are unreligious, that 
means their degree of dependence on religion or feeling 
of belonging to a certain religious group is very low, but 
does not mean they do not have religious faiths: there is a 
possibil ity that they express their polytheism as 
unreligious. In the cases like some of scholars and 
researchers, they might be materialists and unbelievers in 
religion. But such individuals are very few. Human beings 
are religious existences. Therefore tuito is equal to irei 























































































Man is a social animal that forms his group and 
community. In a community individuals share common 
interest, common prayer which has its specific style. 
Historically any tribe, any nation has performed 
ceremonies under its religious ritual style to console the 
spirits of the deceased who fought and sacrificed 
themselves for the community whether the fight was for 


















































































As a result of so-called bourgeois revolution, farmer, 
manufacturer and merchant classes who manage their 
own business independently became the dominant groups 
in the society. They advocated the separation of religion 
and politics in order to exclude the intervention of the 
Catholic Church connected with the Ancien Regime from 
politics. However this does not mean that the new power 
which seized the supremacy of the nation-state does not 

































































But as nation-states grew, various industries and 
working-class appeared, and plural races were included in 
them. At this stage each group which has different 
religion resisted being forced to obey the other religious 
style. The progress of natural science, especially 































































Nevertheless, even today, in a lot of countries it is 
regarded as right and proper for the majority: the group 
which has the initiative of the nation, to adopt their 
religious style in the nation’s ceremony even if there are 
some differences of degree. Except Japan, probably in all 
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nation-sates in the glove people consider the war waged 
by their state is right and the death for their country is 









































































In the U.K, the King (Queen) presides Church of 
England and its Westminster Abbey is the main national 
shrine. Scores of monarchs have been buried inside the 
Abbey along with church ministers, artists and soldiers. 
Despite all of the political changes for both church and 






















































The letters printed on greenbacks read: “GOD IN 
TRUST”and it has been unprecedented that the 
presidents of the United States did not say “GOD BLESS 
AMERICA”in their inaugural addresses. Memorial service 
for the victims of the September 11, 2001 attacks  and the 
state funeral of President Reagan were conducted in the 
Washington National Cathedral which is a church of the 






































































Although the Arlington National Cemetery is the 
biggest cemetery for soldiers sacrificed during their 
duties, it is not the integrated, central institution for 
commemoration ceremony. The ceremonies of Memorial 
Day have been conducted at each cemeteries in the U.S. 
respectively, but not integrated in one place. But the 
Washington National Cathedral is neither permanent nor 
exclusive institution for the war dead. Therefore, a lot of 
foreign VIPs who want to honor the soldiers sacrificed for 
the United States of America put wreaths of flowers at 


































































“Die Neue Wache” originally built as a guardhouse for 
the troops of the Crown Prince of Prussia, has been used 
as a memorial for the German war dead since 1931. After 
German reunification in 1991, the Neue Wache was again 
rededicated in 1993 as the Central Memorial of the 
Federal Republic of Germany for the Victims of War and 
Tyranny. German Soldiers, Jewish, victims by communism 
and others are all commemorated here. In addition, the 
dead are not limited to the past affairs. Soldiers killed in 











































































The memorial has little atmosphere of religion. But 
国家による追悼とその施設に関する一唯物主義者からの提言（岸本）
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there is the statue of “Mother with her Dead Son” made 
by Käthe Kollwitz(See Figure 1). It is said that this statue 
has a strong relation with the stature of the Pietà (pity)
(See Figure 2).4) The Pietà is a subject in Christian art 
depicting the Virgin Mary cradling the dead body of 
Jesus. The Pietà developed in Germany about 1300 and 
was especially popular in Central Europe. Therefore, we 
can consider the memorial is embraced in Christianity 






































































き ね ん ひ
念碑」がある。記








































































In socialist countries like China and Vietnam, only 
materialism is right thought. The communist party and its 
government have oppressed religions so that they can not 
exerted its influence on the people. But as matter of 
facts, in each country, they have apotheosized the 
founder of their socialist state and put the stuff 
(mummy) of the remains for worship in the shrine built 
for that purpose. “Chairman Mao Memorial Hall” is 
located at Tiananmen Square in Peking. Beside it, there is 
“The Monument to the People’s Heroes”. This monument 
was built in memory of the martyrs who laid down their 
lives for the revolutionary struggles of the Chinese people 
during the 19th and 20th centuries. Although communists 
insist these buildings are non-religious, it is certain they 
are embraced in a state religion of communism featuring 
emperor-worship (great admiration for Mao Zedong). It is 
obviously the integration of this state religion and the 
autocracy by the communist party. The Chinese 
government puts the other religions under its control. 













Ⅲ．Present situation of arguments in Japan



















First of all, Let me classify ideas on tuitou and religious 


































































①　 Some take the position that nation-states should 
be abolished. They oppose any war by the state 
and the death for the state. Certain dominant 
powers in a state deceive its people to cause wars. 
The purpose of tuitou by the state is to paralyze 
the minds of people and let them believe the death 
is valuable. Therefore, they deny the tuitou by the 



































































②　 “Greater East Asia War” was a Japan’s aggressive 
war. The Yasukuni Shrine, a specific religion, 
played the role as the central organization by 
glorifying Japan’s war dead to promote this war. 
Therefore, it is inappropriate to give the status of 
the national memorial to the Yasukuni Shrine. It is 
needed to have a non-religious national memorial. 
(Asahi shinbun newspaper)  
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③　 The interpretation of Japan’s actions in World War 
Ⅱ should be left to each person. In any event, The 
Japanese people are dedermined that they 
maintain peace and do not wage aggressive war 
any more and their resolve is written clearly in the 
Constitution. As a sovereign and independent 
state, it is necessary to have a national memorial. 
But, as the Yasukuni Shrine is a building of specific 
religion, it is needed to create a new secular state 
memorial where anybody can go to remember the 
dead without having ill feeling.（The report of 































































④　 In some way, “remove” the enshrinment of Class-A 
war criminals and reorganize the Yasukuni Shrine 
from a religious cooperation to a special cooperation 
(Chief Cabinet Secretary, NONAKA Hiromu)
　　 Based on a freewill of the Yasukuni Shrine, it 
reorganizes itself from a religious cooperation to a 
special one controlled by the government. After that, 
the parliament decides who are commemorated. 





















































































　　 The Yasukuni Shrine is reorganized from the 
present rel igious cooperation to a special 
cooperation controlled by the government. The 
spir i ts o f the dead are commemorated in 
c e r e m o n i a l  o c c a s i o n s c o n d u c t e d b y t h e 
government. The government participates the 
personal management of the directors and bears 
and subsidizes some part of the expense. (In 1974 
the bill was approved at the Lower House, but 
finally was rejected because the deliberations had 






































⑥　 Emperor Showa stopped to go to the Yasukuni 
Shrine after it added class-A war criminals as gods. 
If the Yasukuni Shrine removes the spirits of Class 
-A war criminals, it will be possible for Japan’s 
Emperor and Prime Minister to visit the shrine. (a 
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As I mentioned earlier, Man is a social animal that 
forms family, group, community, and such. In the 
community the people share its common prayer and 
ceremony according to the ritual style of their faith. In 
the Western countries the ritual style of each predominant 
religion, even if it is very subtle, has been adopted in their 



























































On the other hand, In Japan most people themselves think 
“Greater East Asia War” was Japan’s aggressive war‒not 
for the right. As a result the people of Japan have to 
debate whether it’s right or wrong to have a national 

























































































In addition, as Shinto and Buddhism are compounded or 
mixed in most Japanese, purifying their faiths or placing 
too much emphasis on Shinto is not necessarily acceptable 
to them. Instead a multiplicity of faiths‒Buddhism, 
Christianity, atheism and many others‒is spreading.  As the 
followers who want to keep their own identities have a 
very strong sense of belonging to their sect, they resist 



















































































It is quite natural that they are worrying such a 
purification because of the experience: the oppression of 
Buddhism (Haibutu Kishaku) and other religions by 
State Shinto. They insist “separation of religion and 
politics” to exclude Shinto, especially the Yasukuni 
Shrine: the symbol of State Shinto, which played a key 
role in the aggressive war as the primary national shrine 
for the commemoration. To settle these problems, ideas 
like establishing a securer memorial in stead of the 
Yasukuni Shrine or reorganizing it from a religious 






















Ⅳ．On the proposal of secular memorial:

















































































It might be possible for atheists including me to 
conduct a secular ceremony in which participants lament 
the death of friends or relatives. But most people believe 
the existence of souls or spirits. Even if a secular 
memorial were built, they would pray for the souls of the 
dead through their beliefs. For most people it is 
impassible to be non-religious. Therefore, if they have a 






































































































In the cases of Hirosima, Okinawa, they themselves are 
the places of tragedies and sacrifices. The wrecked 
“Atomic Bomb Dome” or newly built “Base for Peace” are 
tombs or ash of the dead even if the intension of 
placement is different. There are innumerable spirits and 
souls of the dead around the marks. After the moment of 
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sacrifices the souls and spirits have been existing around 
the common symbols of the past tragedies. People pray to 
the symbols for the dead. Perhaps paradoxically, that is 












































































On the other hand, an abstract ceremony, which is 
conducted at a place where sacrifices were not happened 
in the real meaning, needs a certain religious ritual style to 
commemorate the deceased of the “whole” county. 
Although you put a plaque for memorial while you are 
saying” this is a secular plaque”, nobody has feeling of 
commemoration from the heart. The souls and spirits do 



































































































































Actually there is a multiplicity of faiths in Japan and 
strong resistance to the compulsion to take a particular 
religious ritual style. However when Japanese want to have 
a ceremony to pray together for the war dead at a same 
place, what is their common identity?  It is permissible to 
say that Japanese, if not believers of Shinto, commonly feel 
the wonder and awe of the nature. Why can’t we put 
Shinto, a kind of nature worship, the most traditional faith 
in Japan-as the common base of our culture. Buddhism 
and Christianity came to Japan later in its history. Shinto’s 
position is similar to that of Greek myths in the Western 
culture. Christians, believers of only one God, feel affinity 
































































Shinto has been the most general faith Japanese people 
depend on when they pray their security and health in 
local communities. The supreme court judged that a 
ground-braking ceremony conducted with Shinto ritual 
style under the auspices of a local government (Tsu city 
in Mie prefecture) was constitutional. Shito shrine 
festivals held all over Japan are generally subsidized by 
local governments.６） Therefore, It is very natural to use 
























































As I mentioned before, the separation of religion and 
politics was advocated by the citizen class to inhibit the 
intervention of Catholic Church to politics. However this 
does not mean that the citizen class which has seized the 
supremacy of the nation-state does not adopt their 
religious ritual style―Church of England, protestant―in 

































































At present Japan it is not imaginable that ground-
braking ceremonies and the memorial service held on 
August 15 with Shinto ritual style promote nationalism 
and support  political intervention by shrine powers. 
However it is necessary to consider the feeling of the 
believers of the other religions and atheists by using 






















































































In the faith of most Japanese, gods and human beings are 
l inked each other, not divided as monotheism.　
SUGAWARA Mitizane was an actual man and now is 
enshrined as “the god of learning”. Yokozuna of sumo 
wrestling, as the name shows (yoko=horizontal, tuna=rope), 
is “the god of strength” who wears a thick talisman rope 
around his big body. This is same as the big stone worship. 
Emperor Showa declared that “I am a man, not a god” when 
Japan was defeated in World WarⅡ. But He is still a god in 












































































After Word war Ⅱ the new Japanese Constitution made 
the Emperor dress in a  modern-fashioned mode, namely 
the symbol of Japan. It is irrational that a specific relatives 
has privileged position in a state under the principle of 
democracy. Republic system is normal one. Nevertheless, 
in some occasions human-beings require such a irrational 
system. The emperor system in Japan plays a role to 











































































The Emperor has been presiding various kind of Shinto 
ceremonies like Niinamesai, a kind of Thanksgiving, all 
year round in the palace, although such ceremonies are 
considered as private deeds of the Emperor family. But 
the Emperor actually is the god and also the oracle of the 
collective-the state called Japan. He is in the position to 
pray for the peace of his state and people. It is most 
natural that he presides the memorial service for victims 


















































































































































In the memorial ceremony for whole country’s war dead 
performed on August 15 every year, the Emperor, as the 
f i rst and main speaker, expresses h is words of 
commemoration at a white wooden memorial pillar which 
reads: “Spirits (Rei) of Whole Country’s War Dead”.(See 
Figure 3, 4) TV etc cover mainly his and Prime Minister’s 
words. It is very clear that the Emperor actually presides 
this ceremony although it is “attendance” in the official 
expression. In addition, “rei”, Shinto’s term, is written on 
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the pillar. A tall wooden pillar means a tree worship which 
also belongs to Shinto. ９） Therefore, the ceremony is 
undoubtedly a religious deed conducted by the state―and 































































But an ambiguous style―it is not easy to assert that 
the style belongs to Shinto or not―is taken for the 
ceremony. The reason is that the government is 
considering so-called “Separation of religion and politics”. 
But same as the other countries, its commemoration is 
religious. It is most suitable for the hearts of people to 
use the most popular religious ritual style in each 
collective, country. As the Emperor presides the 
memorial ceremony according to Shinto style at Budo-













Ⅵ．Erect a permanent memorial pillar 



























































































































































It is not the most suitable way to give the Yasukuni 
Shrine the position of the state memorial. But, the 
worship to the Yasukuni Shrine, a religious cooporation, 
by the Prime Minister should not be obstructed under the 
principle of religious freedom. The purpose of his visit is 
to irei the ordinary soldiers. He disregards Class-A war 
criminals or may console their souls but does not admire 
them. This is the brief of Mr. Koizumi’s and the sentiment 
of most Japanese people. If you think that Mr. koizumi is a 
militarist, you should act to let him resign the prime 
minister. You are free to criticize the content of his faith. 
But He, Prime minister, also has freedom of religion. He 
can decide to go or not to go.
In the U.S. memorial ceremonies under the auspices of 
the government have been conducted at private religious 
corporations. As the American occupation army wrote the 
present Japanese Constitution, it is not against the 
principle of “separation of religion and politics” to 




































































However the Yasukuni Shrine is still keeping the 
position that the Greater East Asia War was right. Under 
that situation it is not appropriate to conduct the national 
ceremony there even if the purpose of ceremony is for 
the commemoration of ordinary soldiers―the Yasukuni 
Shrine will not remove the spirits of Tojo and other Class 
-A war criminals because it believes the war was for the 
right―. So, if we can find more suitable place to have the 





























































What should be the new facility and the ceremony like? 
I already mentioned we should adopt Shinto ritual style in 
an ambiguous way which enable the participation of the 
other religion believers and materialists without feeling 
somewhat out of place with it. And the majority must 
respect the other religious rituals―making the sign of the 
cross etc―, if those are taken within the range the 































































On August 15, the national memorial service is 
conducted with Shinto ritual style at Budo-Kan. But a lot 
of people do not notice about it because the ritual is used 
in very ambiguous way.  Not same as the commemoration 
at the Yasukuni Shrine, only a few people (Japan 
Communist Party etc) are against this. We can conclude 
from this fact that most Japanese people accept national 


















































































The present memorial ceremony at Budo-kan has 
played the role of the national memorial service. But the 
ceremony at this facility, neither exclusive nor permanent 
for its purpose, can not hold a great solemnity. In 
addition, “Budo-kan” is expressed in English media as” 
military gymnasium”. Holding the memorial ceremony in 
such a facility might be easily misunderstood as “the 










































































































Due to aging and dying of the bereaved, nobody who 
has the direct relation with the World WarⅡ will attend 
the ceremony in the near future, It will be impossible to 
continue the present way of ceremony sooner or later. An 
exclusive and permanent memorial facility―whenever 
people want, they are able to visit―will be needed. More 
than 60 years have passed since the World WarⅡ ended. 
During that time, we have seen casualties in the activities 





































































The best way is that we essentially continue the rituals 
practiced at Budo-kan in which the Emperor presides the 
ceremony without showing noticeable Shinto tendency, 
but with holding a great solemnity for commemoration. 
Budo-kan will terminate the role as the place for the 
ceremony. And it is quite natural that the memorial pillar, 
which has been used there, will be moved to the new 




































































































































The new permanent memorial facility needs a great 
solemnity surpassing the Yasukuni Shrine to be accepted 
by the bereaved. Where is the best place to set the pillar? 
In the article 1 of the Japanese Constitution it is provided 
that the Emperor is the symbol of Japan: he is put at the 
center of the state organzation of Japan. And as the 
oracle he presides the state rituals, in which he pray for 
the peace of Japan and its people all year round. The 
Imperial Palace, the place where the Emperor is living 
and the center of Japanese state organization and prayer, 
is the most appropriate site for settling the pillar and 



























































































Japanese people strongly seek for peace in the way 
abolishing any kind of war from the globe―while the 
general way of thinking in the world is to seek for peace 
by protecting his own country by force―and have a 
tendency of commemorating the dead without dividing 
enemies and friends, or good and foul deeds in life. If so, 
the best way of conducting the national service is to 
commemorate every victim of wars and conflicts without 




























































Japanese government has professed that “Greater East 
Asia War” was a blunder of the state policy, and that it 
must take responsibility for its action. This profession 
should be included in the words of commemoration, but it 
is not necessary to take up whether or not the war 
criminals are included in consolation. In their way of 
thinking, most Japanese console the souls of criminals 
after their deaths. So they do not care if the criminals are 
































































































We feel sorry for victims of traffic accidents and natural 
disasters, of course. But it has a special meaning to 
commemorate the victims who died during their duties to 
protect their country. It is not necessary to change the 
words on the pillar: “Spirits of Whole Country’s War Dead” 
because the World War Ⅱwas the biggest catastrophe 
throughout Japanese history and we share the feeling 
together that we must let it be the last one. Unfortunately, 
victims have occurred after the World WarⅡ. It is natural 
to understand that the souls of these victims are also 

































































































































Now, whom do you commemorate? It should be left to 
each person’s mind. There are two ways to be chosen, 
One is that the memorial institution keeps the names in 
its custody according to the request of the bereaved, but 
the government neither publishes nor acknowledges the 
names. The other way is that the institution neither 
makes nor keeps the list of names. If people want to 
console the souls of victims, they should ask a Shinto 
shrine or Buddhist temple personally. In my view, the 
former is better.  The each worshiper probably wants to 
convince that his or her departed is surely commemorated 
there. The custody of the list of names can meet their 





































































Formation of Nation-State Governed by Intelligent 

















略  (The 
















権 (The Crisis of Chinese Socialist System and its 





































せ い さ く
策 (The Formation of Nation-State Governed by 

































3)　State funeral was held on June 11th 2004.  In 
attendance were President George W. Bush, former 
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, former Soviet 
General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev, British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, German Chancellor Gerhard 


























































































5)　In Germany the people do not have a very realistic 
perception that their state is guilty as the totalitarianism 
like Nazis and communism is responsible for the 
aggressive war and persecution. In the case of Japan 
“Greater East Asia war” was waged by “the order of His 
Majesty the Emperor”. In spite of this fact Emperor 
Showa was not blamed for the war. As a result the 











































6)　Meanwhile, Tamagushi-ryo, prayer’s fees, paid to 
the Yasukuni Shrine by Ehime local government was 
judged unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. This 

















































7)　Yokozuna dedicates dohyou-iri, a ceremony 
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showing his strength, to Emperor Meiji at Meiji Shrine in 
Tokyo every January. Emperor Meiji called The Great 
Emperor is the symbol of strong Japan because he led 




























8)　a reinforcement of inferiority complex of the 
Japanese. See “The Formation of Nation-State Governed 
































9)　Miki cabinet changed the expression on the pillar 
from “Memorial Marker of whole country’s war dead” to 
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